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in which the glass is melted. Kidderminster is noted for the
manufacture of carpets, and is said to owe its success to a popular
belief in the peculiar properties of the waters of the River Stour
for fixing dyes. Worcester, without any special advantages, took up
the rnanufacture of china after the decline of its woollen industry.
The Warwickshire Coalfield lies in the north-east part of the
county of Warwick, between the towns of Nuneaton, Coventry,
and Tarnworth, and extends under Permian and Triassic rocks
to the south and south-east. The coal is of the ordinary bitumin-
ous character, and, besides satisfying local needs, is exported in
considerable quantities to other parts of the country. The content
of the field is estimated at 1,400,000,000 tons, and the annual
output is over 5,500,000 tons. Coventry, a few miles south of
this coalfield, has had a varied history, but it is now chiefly engaged
in the manufacture of cycles, motor-cars, and artificial silk.
The Leicester Coalfield lies in the north of the county of
that name, and extends into south Derbyshire. The coals are
bituminous, and are used for manufacturing and domestic purposes.
The net available content of the field was estimated in 1913 at
2,400,000,000 tons, and the annual output at the present time is
slightly over 2,500,000 tons. Burton has a great brewing industry,
due partly to the fact that its water has, dissolved in it, a consider-
able quantity of gypsum from the Keuper marls. Leicester, which
is some distance from the coalfield, is engaged in the manufacture
of boots, shoes, and hosiery.
THE WELSH PLATEAU, which Ees in the west and north-west, may
be broadly described as a dissected tableland, the uplands of which
are generally grass-covered except in their highest parts, while
the lowlands are broad valleys capable of cultivation. The arable
area is small and just exceeds one-third of that in permanent grass,
oats and rotation grasses being the principal crops. There are also
large areas of rough grazing. Sheep are well distributed through-
out the region, but cattle are most numerous on the lowlands of
Anglesey, Pembroke, and Carmarthen, which contain one-third of
all the cattle in Wales.
Mineral wealth is of some importance. Slates are extensively
quarried near Bangor, in the north-west, while along the eastern
rim are the coalfields of Flint and Denbigh, with an annual output
of about 2,600,000 tons, and an available content which has been